Tmmbull's "Declaration of Independence" shows the Continental Congress convening to separate the ''thirteen united States'" from

The lengthening legacy of a mighty document

THE Declaration of Independence planted a rich,
slow-growing harvest. From the 56 signers came
two Presidents (Adams and Jefferson), three Vice Presi-
dents (Adams, Jefferson and Gerry), 10 U.S. congress-
men, 19 illustrious jurists, 16 governors and dozens of
other high officeholders. As a political act, the Decla-
ration was warmly received in Prance. Its lofty prin-
ciples, together with America's great victory at Saratoga
hi October 1777, weighed heavily in the French decision
to come to America's aid. As a physical document, the

Declaration attracted little interest at first. Before it was
fully signed, the parchment scroll began its lon& and
often headlong travels as a casual part of Congress* bag-
gage. After stops in Baltimore, in Lancaster and York,
Pennsylvania, in Princeton, Trenton, Annapolis and
New York, it finally reached Washington in 1800, Two
decades later the document was being argued over, sold
in facsimile and visited as an object of national pride.
Ever since, its ideals have served other new nations
as a foundation for their statements of national purpose.
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